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MUSEUM NEWS

FESTIVAL OF TREES REPORT
The Historical Society holds one 
major fundraiser a year. That 
is the Festival of Trees which is 
held the Friday, Saturday, and 
Sunday after Thanksgiving. We 
just had our Festival of Trees 
and IT WAS AWESOME! We 
had a steady stream of people 
on the first two days and then 
on Sunday, determined bidders 
returned to make sure their bid 
was the best.

Year after year the Festival of Trees is a success due to the 
support of local businesses and the hard work of the com‑
mittee members and individuals. We also want to thank our 
membership for its support.

The highest bids were both $600, one was for a pair of 
Marshall Field’s window display Deer and the other was for 
an Andrew Shaw signed Blackhawks Jersey.

An IPAD Mini donated by Century 21 Coleman Hornsby 
was won by Sarah Mettille.

In addition, Joe Corsello joined us to sign the book Mr. C. A 
Portrait of Santa written by Carol Walker which tells stories 
of children who met Santa through Joe Corsello, Mr. C.

Next year will be our 20th festival and we are planning 
some interesting surprises.

NEWEST EXHIBIT
We have a lovely display of dolls through the ages, com‑
pliments of the personal collection of Rosalee Jostes. The 
dolls are all in original costumes. Her collection is a lifetime 
collection and quite fascinating. We are delighted to have a 
chance to display these dolls. Come in to see this amazing 
collection of Ms. Jostes’s dolls.
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WHAT IS A MUSEUM
Our Museum description is Linking the Past to the Present. 
Here’s a definition from Orhan Pamuk’s new book, The 
Museum of Innocence that sums it up just right. “Real 
Museums are places where time is transformed into space.” 
If you think about it, we are putting time in the form of 
artifacts or information into the space we call a museum.

GIMMICKS AND GIVEAWAYS
Repeating the last newsletters request, we specifically said 
we are looking for gimmicks, giveaways, and such that were 
free giveaways: pens, pencils, yardsticks, tape measures, 
cooking utensils and anything else that advertises the local 
businesses in Grundy County. In the middle of the Festival 
of Trees, we received two new donations. First was a card 
table with advertisements of defunct Grundy County busi‑
nesses on its top. The second, and perhaps more dear to 
our museum, was three lots of sash (window) locks in their 
original boxes made right here in the Coleman Hardware 
building!

Remember—check your junk draw or desk for any of these 
items you are no longer using. The Museum would appreci‑
ate adding them to its collection.

GRUNDY COUNTY TRIVIA
In what year was the first Corn Festival held? Find the 
answer elsewhere in this newsletter.

NEW MEMBERS
The following folks have joined the membership of the 
Grundy County Historical Society. We thank you for your 
support of the society and the museum!

Louise Button,Morris,IL
Richard Rock, Wilmington, IL

FACEBOOK
Don’t forget to visit our Facebook page which is kept up‑
to‑date by Dorothy Cunnea. You can find information on 
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museum news, events, and our programs as well as Grundy 
County Trivia, local news and events, 100‑year Grundy 
County flashbacks from the Morris Daily Herald, “On 
This Day in History,” old photographs, event photographs, 
interesting books in the museum’s collection, identify the 
Mystery Photo, as well as other articles and discussions. If 
you wish to access our Facebook page, request a friendship 
from Museum of the Grundy County Historical Society—
Illinois. We welcome all comers. As of this printing, we 
have 317 followers.

2015 CALENDAR AVAILABLE
Morris Daily Herald 2015 cal‑
endars are now available at the 
Museum free of charge. Though 
historic photos were supplied by 
the historical society, no proof 
was given to us to check for accu‑

racy for before the calendars went to press. We are aware 
of several misidentifications in the calendar and will take 
steps to ensure next year’s calendar will be more accurate.

RADIO
The Museum is on the radio the first 
Monday of every month. Listen to “People 
Are Talking,” WCSJ, 103.1 on your FM dial, 
from approximately 9:15 a.m. to 9:30 a.m.

INDIAN MOUNDS
Archaeologists estimate that there were once more than 
10,000 Native American burial mounds in Illinois. Native 
Americans from the Woodland Period (1,000 BC–1,000 
AD) often marked locations of graves by covering them 
with mounds of earth, frequently located on the crest of a 
bluff overlooking a valley. Today probably fewer than 500 
remain, and most are damaged because of illicit excavation.

Thanks in part to the citizens of Quincy, Indian Mounds 
Park is one of the few public places in the state where visi‑
tors can reflect on the sacred Native American tradition of 
burials. Eight, and perhaps more, burial mounds are pre‑
served here.

Scholars have proposed environmental factors, such as 
over‑hunting and deforestation as explanations for why 
the mound builders vanished from the area. The houses, 
stockades, as well as residential and industrial fires would 
have required the annual harvesting of thousands of logs. 
In addition, climate change could have aggravated effects 
of erosion due to the resultant deforestation, thus adversely 
affected the cultivation of maize, on which the community 
depended. Diseases transmitted among the large, dense 
urban population are another possible cause of decline.

Bottom line, we do not know what happened to these 
Archaic people from the Woodland Period.

MISSISSIPIAN PERIOD (900–1500 AD)
Mounds were found in many places but were seldom pre‑
served. The following mounds were luckily preserved by 
the forethought of people in the area where the mounds are 
located.

Indian Mound Park—Quincy, IL
In 1894, E. J. Park, president of the Quincy Boulevard 
and Park Association, encouraged the city council to 
purchase the rugged bluff land comprising the west por‑
tion of what is now Indian Mounds Park. Following a 
petition drive calling for the preservation of the Indian 
Mounds, the city council purchased ten acres in 1897. 
Purchases of land continued through 1906 until the park 
encompassed its present day 37 acres.

Another Famous Site—Cahokia Mounds 
State Historic Site and Museum
Cahokia Mounds is located in Collinsville, Illinois, off 
Interstates 55/70 and 255, just fifteen minutes east of 
St. Louis, Missouri.

Cahokia Mounds State Historic Site is located on the 
site of an ancient Native American city (c. 600–1400 
CE) situated directly across the Mississippi River from 
modern St. Louis. The park covers 2,200 acres, or about 
3.5 square miles, and contains about 80 mounds, but 
the ancient city was actually much larger. In its heyday, 
Cahokia covered about six square miles and included 
about 120 human‑made earthen mounds in a wide 
range of sizes, shapes, and functions.

Cahokia was the largest and most influential urban 
settlement in the Mississippian culture which devel‑
oped advanced societies across much of what is now the 
Southeastern United States, beginning more than 500 
years before European contact. Cahokia’s population at 
its peak in the 1200s would not be surpassed by any city 
in the United States until the late Eighteenth Century. 
Today, Cahokia Mounds is considered the largest and 
most complex archaeological site north of the great Pre‑
Columbian cities of Mexico and Central America.

Thousands of workers over decades moved more than 
an estimated 55 million cubic feet of earth in woven bas‑
kets to create this network of mounds and community 
plazas. Monks Mound, for example, covers 14 acres, 
rises 100 feet, and was topped by a massive 5,000 square 
foot building another 50 feet high.

Dickson Mounds and Museum
The Dickson Mounds Museum, a branch of the Illinois 
State Museum and a National Historic Site, is one of the 
major on‑site archaeological museums in the United 
States. It offers a unique opportunity to explore the 
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world of the American Indian in an awe inspiring jour‑
ney through 12,000 years of human experience in the 
Illinois River Valley.

WHAT DO MOUNDS HAVE TO DO 
WITH GRUNDY COUNTY???
There is reason to believe that a city of many thousands of 
active, energetic, and intelligent mound building people 
existed where Morris is located today. Near where the court 
house now stands, no less than nineteen tumuli or burial 
mounds were found, ranging in circumference from one 
hundred to three hundred feet, and from five to ten feet high. 
In their bases, on a level with the natural surroundings, were 
found stone implements and pipes along with ashes from 
cremations. That these vast mounds were not constructed 
as a monument to single individuals but as mausoleums, or 
depositories for large numbers is an admitted conclusion. 
Who these people were, where they came from, as well as 
how and when they departed from this country are among 
the difficult problems ethnologists and scientists have 
encountered. And these questions are still unresolved today. 
All indications point to the idea that the vast prairies that 
existed in this area when European settlers arrived were the 
result of removal of the forests by the mound builders.

In Norman township exists either a freak of nature or a relic 
of the Mound Builders. Where the high land approaches very 
close to the river bank is a circular mound, about 75 feet high 
and some 200 feet in diameter at its base. It is entirely bare of 
trees save for one oak and stands at the head of a little bayou, 
isolated from the surrounding bluffs save for the connection 
of a narrow causeway. No excavations have yet been made 
here. Locally it is known as Devil’s Mound.

The future site of Morris was located within a forest to the 
south and west which is probably why the mound build‑
ers selected this site for their principal city and cemetery. 
In Morris are found 19 separate, distinct mounds, or cem‑
eteries, as each mound is but a cemetery at the center of 
whose base lie the cremated ashes of the dead. They were 
constructed in a line on a rise from the river to the north of 
its bank. The largest of them was located near the southeast 
corner of the present court house square, and was about 50 
feet in diameter and ten feet high. Because there were no 
moats or ditches surrounding the mound, it is believed that 
the material used in its construction was carried from some 

other location. The mounds were constructed of sandy 
loam, free of clay or gravel.

THE CEDAR POLE 
An Indian relic which has given rise to much conjecture, is 
a cedar pole about six inches in diameter at the base, and 
from 20 to 25 feet high that stood in the center of the largest 
of the ancient mounds found in Morris. At the lower end of 
Wauponsee Street, its base was protected by a close fitting 
piece of flagging and surrounded by an iron fence. The uni‑
versal respect of the citizens of the time was the means of its 
survival. The Indians with whom the early settlers came in 
contact could not give satisfactory accounts of its erection 
(indeed they did not claim to know), until engineers sur‑
veying the line of the Illinois and Michigan canal engaged 
in unauthorized exploration of the mound, discovering 
some interesting Indian remains.

The following was taken from 1837 letters and documents.

The engineering party was joined by an Indian named 
Clark, who evidently belonged to the extinct Illinois 
nation. From him, Mr. A. J. Matthewson, the engineer in 
charge of the Illinois and Michigan Canal Survey, obtained 
information from Clark that he included in a letter to L. W. 
Claypool of Morris. Clark said the cedar pole belonged to 
Nuequette, a celebrated chief who was killed and buried in 
a dugout—a type of canoe made by hollowing out a log—
which the engineering party found in 1837. The survey‑
ing members removed bones, a bit of red rust which had 
once been a knife blade, and circular ornaments of silver 
from what was left of the dugout. Nuequette’s squaw, who 
died years later, lay beside him, her blanket intact, with a 
profusion of silver brooches and upon the bones of several 
of her fingers, silver rings with green glass sets. The blan‑
ket would crumble when touched, but the teeth and hair 
seemed nearly perfect. The red cedar pole, Clark said, was 
very old, full of curious cuts and marks, which he said told 
of the exploits of Nuequette. It noted stories of his cruelties 
but nary a mention of his wife.

Clark said Nuequette was killed in a battle which began 
at Blue Island. The Illinois tribe retreated three times, first 
to three miles east of Joliet at a village on the north bank 
of Hickory Creek, current site of Oakwood cemetery; 
second to Nettle Creek here in Morris; and third, the last 
retreat with pursuit brought the Illinois tribe to Starved 

Trivia question answer: 1949.
Monk’s Mound a Pre-
Columbian Mississippian 
culture earthwork, located 
at the Cahokia site near 
Collinsville, Illinois. The con-
crete staircase is modern, 
but it is built along the 
approximate course of the 
original wooden stairs.
By Skubasteve834 (EN.Wikipedia) 
[GFDL (www.gnu.org/copyleft/
fdl.html) or CC-BY-SA-3.0 (http://
creativecommons.org/licenses/by-
sa/3.0/)], via Wikimedia Commons
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Rock. Clark gave a description of the siege and the daring 
conduct of the devoted band, rushing up to the very edge 
of the cliff to challenge the foe to combat.

As to the cedar pole, Clark said some of the tribe came 
at times as late as 1837–8 to replace a white flag upon the 
pole, when the winds had blown the old one away.

The engineers continued on the sly to dig about the 
cedar pole in the mound. Upon their return to camp 
they were forcefully told to go back to fix what they had 
done to the mound and pole, to return everything to its 
original state of there would be trouble with the Native 
Americans. The Indians were ready to take revenge 
upon the engineers’ desecration of the mound and pole. 
 Matthewson returned to the site with the engineers to 
ensure this was done. He reported no trouble with the 
Indians on account of the disturbance of this mound.

Historical note: Nuequette probably died between 1680 and 
1700 and the cedar pole may have been placed there at that 
time. This date is probably not derived from the narrative 

of the Indian Clark. The description of the series of Indian 
engagements and the incident of Starved Rock corresponds 
with the historical account of the war waged by the Pottawat‑
omies and their allies against the Illinois to avenge the mur‑
der of Pontiac by one of the latter nation at Cahokia in 1769. 
It is possible the story of Nauquette deals with a series of 
conflicts with the Iroquois, and that Clark confused the tra‑
ditions of these fights with those terminated at Starve Rock.

The cedar pole now in the court yard is badly weathered. 
But since 1680–1700 is a long time for a cedar pole to stand 
it is amazing that it is still here at all, but, obviously, not as 
thick or as well defined as it was in the 1800s.

Although the name of the red cedar tree features the word 
cedar, it is actually a type of juniper and not a variety of 
cedar at all. Junipers are found all over the world—ranging 
from North and South America to Africa and Asia. There 
are an estimated 60 species of junipers that include small 
shrubs all the way to large trees above 50 feet in height.

We are working hard to increase our collection of Native American artifacts and information, especially anything dealing 
with Shabbona. If you have any documentation that we could copy or know of someone who has artifacts that we could dis‑
play either permanently or on loan, please tell them of the Museum’s interest. We have recently received a copy of the docu‑
ment giving 20 acres of land to Chief Shabbona in perpetuity in Grundy County. This makes Grundy County the only county 
in the State of Illinois which has a Native American reservation.

help your museum!!!


